Effects of cobalt on postnatal development and late gestation in rats upon oral administration.
Four groups of pregnant Wistar rats, each of which consisted of 15 animals were administered 0, 12, 14 and 48 mg/kg/day of cobalt (II) chloride from the 14th day of gestation through 21 days of lactation. The offspring were observed for mortality, body weight, body and tail length and general symptomatology after 1, 4 and 21 days of nursing. The number of litters was higher for the control group. The survival ratios were also higher for the control group. Besides, a dose-dependent delay in the growth of the living young could be observed. No significant differences in organ weights in the animals killed 21 days after birth were observed. The blood parameters analysed did not show differences between the treated and control pups. Cobalt produced toxic effects on the mothers, affecting the late gestation as well as the postnatal development of the pups.